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Greetings!

As president of the Council of 
Probate Court Judges, I want 

you to know how proud I am to 
serve the Council and what a privi-
lege it is to represent in this capac-
ity.  Having said this, I am offering 
a brief update of recent events and 
things to come: 

Judicial Council Meeting: Judge 
Wilkes, President-Elect and Judge 
Padgett, 1st Vice-President repre-
sented our Council at the September 
meeting in Atlanta at the Judicial 
Council meeting. The CPCJ had 
several items on the agenda that 
required Judicial Council approval. 
Those items consisted of one budget 
item (request for Executive Director) 
and two policy items, (Fish/Game, 
and OTA Changes) which were all 
approved by the Judicial Council. 
We will be working on all of those 
issues at the State Capitol come 
January.

Georgia Probate Court Standard 
Forms: Judge Pam Ferguson and her 
committee have worked extremely 
hard in recent weeks with regards to 

-
form to changes in the law. Please 
make time to review these forms and 
make your thoughts and opinions 
known to the Forms Committee. 
Once the Supreme Court approves 
these changes, there is no turning 
back.

Prosecutors in Probate Courts: The 
Prosecuting Attorneys Council of 
Georgia has requested the State Bar 
of Georgia’s Formal Advisory Opin-
ion Board (FAOB) issue an opinion 
regarding the issue of part-time 

prosecutors also serving as criminal 
defense attorneys in other courts. 

FAOB stating our objection to this 
request and outlining the reason for 
our objection. We feel the General 
Assembly has already addressed 
this issue in O.C.G.A. 15-9-153(b) as 
did the Supreme Court in Hudson v. 
State, 250 Ga. 479 (1983.) If you have 
a part-time prosecutor in your court, 
I would advise them to make the 
FAOB aware of their thoughts.

Weapons Carry Licenses:  Corre-
spondence was received from the 

questions we had concerning our 
interpretations of HB 60. The let-
ter is NOT AN OPINION FROM 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL as 
we had requested, it is instead the 
opinion of the staff attorney who 
drafted the letter. Please use cau-
tion in disseminating this letter as 
it is only the thoughts of a senior 

interpretations of HB 60 and the 
practices the Executive Committee 
chose to adopt. We will be meeting 
with our lobbyist and AOC staff 
during COAG with regards to clean 
language this upcoming legislative 
session. Same subject different issue, 
PASP is currently working with the 
probate courts on integrating case 
management systems with their 
system in an effort to reduce the 
duplicate entry of data when pro-
cessing a WCL Application. Several 
counties are now online with the 
data integration.  They will bring 
twenty counties online per week 
moving forward. We are optimis-
tic that every court who wishes to 
participate will be online by Thanks-

giving. If you are having issues 
during this process, please do not 
hesitate to let me know so I can for-
ward your concerns to Frank.

Strategic Planning: The Executive 
Committee and Committee Chairs 
participated in our annual Strategic 
Planning Session in August and I 
feel it was a great event which laid 
out a clear vision of our goals mov-
ing forward. We will be distributing 

the coming weeks. Please make it 
a point to review the plan once it is 
distributed as an approval vote will 
be made at the business meeting 
during the fall conference. 
 

Save the Dates:
COAG Fall Conference
Savannah, Georgia 
October 13-16, 2014
http://www.coag.info/fall-conference 
 
Probate Court Day at State Capital
Atlanta, Georgia 
January 28, 2015
Tentative Date

Stay READY!

Judge L. Chase Daughtrey
CPCJ President
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From the Editor

Dear Colleagues,

I hope you have all enjoyed a good 
summer break and are ready now 

for fall. It was great to visit Athens 
-

ing. Being on campus during the 
summer always reminds me of my 
days when I matriculated there as 
a student anticipating the coming 
football season. I suspect many of 
you have similar feelings when the 
calendar turns past August or when 
you return to campus. On a recent 
ride with Judge Larry Threlkeld of 
Toombs County he shared a column 
titled “Why I Go Back to Athens” by 
Dr. Mark E. Murphy, M.D of Savan-
nah that captures the sentiment.
On our ride to Athens we were sad-
dened however as we passed by the 
smoldering remains of the historic 
Hancock County Courthouse. We 

could only imagine the heartache 
and grief the people of Sparta and 
especially Probate Judge Marva Rice 
were feeling that day. As a history 
buff and knowing this is the Civil 
War Sesquicentennial, the sad scene 
evoked eerie images of what Sher-
man’s March must have looked 
and felt like. This historic loss is a 
tragedy that the people of Hancock 
County and indeed all of us will feel 
for years to come. 

I would like to applaud our outgo-
ing Council President Kelley Powell 
and give praise to our new Presi-
dent Chase Daughtrey and soon 
to be President Don Wilkes. These 
judges have and will continue to 
give their valuable time and efforts 
strengthening our Council. They 

-
ible job for us and we cannot thank 
them enough. Judge Daughtrey’s 
visionary acronym “R.E.A.D.Y.” is 

a bold watchword for us that will 
serve us well as a motto and mantra. 
I trust it will stay with us well into 
the future. Implemented in April,  
“R.E.A.D.Y.”stands for “Respect, 
Education, Assemble, Determined 
and Yield results.”

Your servant,

Judge Tony Thompson, 
Candler County Probate Court
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CPCJ District Nine Meets in Laurens County
Judge T.J. Hudson of Treutlen County

District nine had a meeting in Laurens County at the beautiful Club 604 on June 26, 2014.  Third Party Conserva-
tor John Barton was the guest speaker.  Members present included Judge Helen Harper of Laurens Co., Judge 
Rubie Nell Sanders of Montgomery County, Judge Mary Jo Buxton of Johnson County, President-elect Don 
Wilkes of Emanuel County, Judge Roy Braswell of Wheeler County, Judge T. J. Hudson of Treutlen County and 
Judge Paul McNeal of Jeff Davis County. The main topic of conversation included the services John can provide 

Following lunch, members talked about meeting more consistently. 

District Reports

District Ten Probate Judges Meeting
Judge Tony Thompson of Candler County

Candler County Probate Judge Tony Thompson hosted a meeting of District 10 probate judges on Wednesday 
May 8, 2014, at Bevrick’s Restaurant in Metter to discuss recent legislative actions and how they will impact 
Probate Courts.  Among the topics discussed were conservatorships for adults and minors, weapons carry law 
changes, court challenges to current marital laws, and changes to case management software. Among the at-
tendees were Emanuel County Probate  Judge Don Wilkes, Columbia County Probate Judge Alice Padgett (2nd 

Beth Mosley and her clerk Susan Dobson, Toombs County Probate Judge Larry Threlkeld, Evans County Probate 
Judge Darin McCoy and administrator/ conservator John Barton of Statesboro.  Judge McCoy offered the invo-
cation and Judge Thompson gave welcoming remarks. Judge Wilkes who serves as the 1st Vice President of the 
Council gave a brief overview of advisory guidelines being developed by the Council of Probate Court Judges 
and solicited input from the judges.  After panel discussion and questions, Judge Thompson thanked the attend-
ees and closed the meeting. “Many thanks to Bevrick’s and staff for their excellent service and hospitality,” said 
Thompson. 

Pictured  from left to right:
Judge Dianne Hallman (Appling Co.), 
Clerk Susan Dobson (Effingham Co.), 
Conservator John Barton (Statesboro), 
Judge Tony Thompson (Candler Co.), 
Judge Alice Padgett (Columbia Co.), Judge 
Larry Threlkeld (Toombs Co.), Judge Beth  
Mosley (Effinghman Co.), Judge Don 
Wilkes (Emanuel Co. ), 
Judge Darin McCoy (Evans Co.).
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CPCJ District Ten, Eleven, and Fourteen Meets in Wayne County
 Judge Larry Threlkeld of Toombs County

A combined meeting of Districts 10, 11 and 14 was held August 14 and hosted by Wayne County Probate Court 

meeting to be held at Sybil’s Restaurant in Jesup on Highway 301 South.  Judge Thornton introduced speakers 
Trish White and Susan Sellers of Adult Protective Services, Heart of Georgia Region.  Ms. Seller and Ms. White 
discussed the nuts and bolts of providing service delivery in a variety of cases and entertained questions from 
the judges in attendance. They offered suggestions on ways to make service delivery more effective and facilitate 
the interplay between courts and service providers. 

Attendees included Hon. Don Wilkes of Emanuel County Probate Court, the incoming President-Elect of the 
Council of Probate Court Judges of Georgia and Hon. Judge Alice Padgett of Columbia County Probate Court, 
the First Vice President of the Council of Probate Court Judges of Georgia.

Other judges attending the meeting included Judge Larry Threlkeld of Toombs County, Judge Carl Rogers of 
Echols County, Judge Nancy Aspinwall of Liberty County, Judge Debbie Howes of Glynn County, Judge Marie 
H. Middleton of Long County, Judge Moye Howard of Pierce County, Judge Calvin Bennett of Ware County and 
Judge Tony Thompson of Candler County.
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Probate Judges Conference, Regional and 
District Level Training
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CPCJ Conference Pictures cont.
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CPCJ Conference Pictures cont.
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CPCJ Spring Banquet Pictures
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Judicial Council of Georgia
Administrative Office of the Courts

       

      

Chief Justice Hugh P. Thompson        Marla S. Moore
     Chair                Director

PRESS RELEASE
 

For more information:                                                                                                                                          For Immediate Release:
Ashley Stollar                                                                                                                                                                         April 14, 2014
ashley.stollar@gaaoc.us
404-656-6783

Probate Judges Launch READY Campaign
 
Athens, GA — The Council of Probate Court Judges (CPCJ) has launched a campaign to raise awareness of the role Pro-
bate Courts play in the lives of everyday Georgians. Judge Chase Daughtrey, Probate Court of Cook County, unveiled the 
READY campaign after being sworn-in as President of the Council of Probate Court Judges.  

The components of the READY campaign are:

Respect – We must demand respect from the Legal Professionals that practice in our court and from the Legal Professionals 
outside of the courtroom. That same respect must be extended to each and every person that walks into our court.

place in the courtroom. We, as a Council, must continue to support our Training Council’s effort to expand education to our 

Assemble – On a moments notice, an amendment can be added to a piece of legislation in committee that could adversely 
affect each us. When that happens, we must prepare to stop what we are doing to assemble as a Council to support our 
legislative agenda and our legislative committee to ensure the integrity of the Probate Courts.

Determined – As individual judges we need to be determined in our mindsets and in our court operations to provide effec-

Yield Results – One advantage we have over other classes of courts is our ability to yield results. We do this through ef-

strengthens our council. 

Issuing a challenge to the judges assembled, Judge Daughtrey said, “We all serve at the hand of justice and by the will of the 
people, justice shall always prevail and the needs of the people shall always be met.”

***

244 Washington Street SW • Suite 300 • Atlanta, GA 30334
404-656-5171 • www.georgiacourts.gov

Twitter: #GACourts • Facebook: www.facebook.com/GACourts
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Judicial Council of Georgia
Administrative Office of the Courts

       

      

Chief Justice Hugh P. Thompson        Marla S. Moore
     Chair                Director

PRESS RELEASE
 

For more information:                                                                                                                                          For Immediate Release:
Ashley Stollar                                                                                                                                                                      August 15, 2014
ashley.stollar@gaaoc.us
404-656-6783

Statewide Campaign Spotlights Probate Court Judges’ 
Professionalism and Qualifications

 
Adel, GA — The president of the Georgia Council of Probate Court Judges has launched a statewide initiative to enhance 
the council’s effectiveness and promote the professional judicial training offered through the University of Georgia’s Carl 
Vinson Institute of Government.

The Council president, Cook County Probate Court Judge L. Chase Daughtrey, designed the Project READY campaign to 
encourage probate court judges throughout the state to actively demonstrate how their work impacts the lives of everyday 
Georgians.

READY, which was implemented in April 2014, stands for “Respect, Education, Assemble, Determined, and Yield results.” 
In addition to emphasizing continuing professional education, the campaign works to “Yield results” by building Respect 

“The READY campaign will help probate judges individually and the Georgia Council of Probate Court Judges as a whole 
remain proactive while protecting and preserving the role that these courts play in the lives of every Georgian,” Daughtrey 
said.

According to Daughtrey, the READY campaign also highlights the ongoing judicial training probate court judges receive. 
-

Since 2012, all probate court judges and associate judges are required to complete 72 hours of professional training to attain 

Course topics cover critical judicial skills, including civil procedure, estates, adult guardianships and conservatorships, 
minor guardianships and conservatorships, and advanced knowledge of legal research.

244 Washington Street SW • Suite 300 • Atlanta, GA 30334
404-656-5171 • www.georgiacourts.gov

Twitter: #GACourts • Facebook: www.facebook.com/GACourts
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Judicial Council of Georgia
Administrative Office of the Courts

       

      

Chief Justice Hugh P. Thompson        Marla S. Moore
     Chair                Director

PRESS RELEASE
 

For more information:                                                                                                                                          For Immediate Release:
Ashley Stollar                                                                                                                                                               September 24, 2014
ashley.stollar@gaaoc.us
404-656-6783
 

Probate Court Judges Respond to Case Disposition Reporting Concerns 
 

preferential treatment to certain DUI offenders, the Council of Probate Court Judges (CPCJ) has issued a statement detailing 

Cook County Probate Judge L. Chase Daughtrey, CPCJ president, says that his Council has addressed concerns regarding 

that gave rise to an investigation into DUI case dispositions does not demonstrate any intentional impropriety by probate 

-

jurisdiction and are encouraging judges to review the canons of judicial conduct to prevent any impropriety.”

The CPCJ launched its “READY campaign” last April, one aspect of which is to take proactive steps training probate 

training from GCIC for probate judges and clerks, and has offered staff to judges in need of assistance with administrative 
work relating to disposition of criminal cases,” Judge Daughtrey said.

244 Washington Street SW • Suite 300 • Atlanta, GA 30334
404-656-5171 • www.georgiacourts.gov

Twitter: #GACourts • Facebook: www.facebook.com/GACourts
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Guardianships, Mobility and the National Probate Court Standards
By Judge Tony Thompson, Candler County Probate Court

With an ever-increasingly mobile society and the often transient nature of residence and employment, Pro-
bate Courts are being challenged like never before to accommodate circumstances and monitor guardian-

ships of minors and adults. 

     When I taught Social Studies classes to middle school students the topic of mobility and job changes centered 
on the transition from an agrarian to industrial/technological society, students were taught to expect to change 
jobs 2 to 3 times in their life. A few years later when I taught high school economics the estimated number of 
job changes was up to 3 to 5. Now some estimates are 5 to 7 career changes in a lifetime, although a recent Wall 
Street Journal article questions whether that is actual career changes or just job switching.  No hard data exists to 

between 1957 and 1964.1  That survey found an average of 11. 3 different jobs held (periods of uninterrupted em-
ployment) for that group.2  Another trend is older workers caring for their own longer living parents. 

     Still another trend is the increasing number of grandparents (many still working) serving as guardians of their 
minor grandchildren. A report by the Pew Research Center from Sept. 4, 2013 shows the increase is substantial.  
“In 2011, fully 7 million grandparents were living in the same household as their grandchildren. This marks a 
22% increase from 2000, when 5.8 million grandparents lived with their grandchildren, and a 13% increase from 
2007… All told, more than 2.7 million grandparents not only live with a grandchild, but also serve as the pri-
mary caregiver to that child. This marks a 12% increase from 2000.”  Probate Courts are fully aware of this trend 
as more often than not, the petition-nominated guardian of a minor is the grandparent.3

    Some of these trends in mobility are addressed by the National College of Probate Court Judges 2012 Task 
Force to Revise the National Probate Court Standards (ncpj.org). The 2012 draft of recommendations (used here 
with permission) states the following: 

respondent, the guardian, the family and friends—stay in one place.  Today, a respondent (or alleged incapaci-
tated person) often has ties to more than one state. Numerous factors contribute to the increase of such interstate 
guardianships/conservatorships.  The respondent, his or her guardian, family or assets may be located outside 
of the jurisdiction of the court that originally established the guardianship.4 Some incapacitated adults desire 
to be closer to family or may need to be placed in a different, more suitable health care or living arrangement. 
Family caregivers that relocate for employment reasons reasonably may wish to bring the respondent with them. 
The respondent’s real or personal property may remain in the existing jurisdiction, however, even after the 

in forum shopping for Medicaid purposes or for state laws governing death and dying that are compatible with 
their views or the views of the respondent.”

“The frustration of courts in their attempts to monitor and enforce guardianship orders outside their jurisdiction 
led the Uniform Law Commission to draft the Uniform Adult Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Jurisdic-
tion Act (UGAPPJA) now enacted in 31 states.  -
mine the need for and scope of a guardianship or conservatorship and lessens the legal impediments to transfer-
ring guardianships from one state to another.”5 
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Guardianships, Mobility and the National Probate Court Standards Cont.

-
visions is the concept of “portability” – that is, that a guardianship established in one state should be able to be 
“exported” or “imported” from one state to another absent a showing of abuse of the guardianship. The intent 
of the provisions, consistent with the concept of portability, is to facilitate, and not to impede unnecessarily, the 
movement of a guardianship across state lines, and to speed decisions and case processing by the court while 
protecting, even furthering, the interests of the respondent and other interested persons.”

Third National Summit on Guardianships which are available on the National College of Probate Court Judges 
website at http://ncpj.org. The standards and report recommendations are not Georgia Law but may well serve 
as “best practice guides”. Hon. William J. Self II, President, National College of Probate Judges (2011-2012), 
(Retired) Judge, Probate Court, Macon, GA and Prof. Mary Radford, President, American College of Trust and 
Estate Counsel (2011-2012), Georgia State University College of Law, Atlanta, GA, both of whom are frequent 
contributors to Probate Judge Training Classes served on the Task Force to Revise the National Probate Court 
Standards.

Plumbing Bonds & Miscellaneous Duties of the Probate Court 
(Updated from March 2004) 
By Judge Tony Thompson, 
Candler County Probate Court

Judge Darin McCoy wrote a column in the March 2004 issue of The Gavel in which he highlighted some
Probate Court duties of the somewhat obscure or rarely encountered variety. In the column he addressed OCGA 
43-14-2(b)(2) which deals with the Probate Court’s role in the bonding of air conditioning contractors and li-
censed plumbers. He wrote “This issue came up recently in one of our counties. It requires licensed air-condi-

The law still remains in effect and reads as follows:

-
ity; appeals; adoption and enforcement of codes at local level; bonds; fees or taxes. ……

(2) In order to protect the public from damages arising from any work by a licensed conditioned air contractor or 
licensed plumber, which work fails to comply with the ordinances or building and construction codes adopted 
by any county or municipal corporation, any such licensed conditioned air contractor or licensed plumber may 
execute and deposit with the judge of the probate court in the county of his or her principal place of business a 
bond in the sum of $10,000.00. Such bond shall be a cash bond of $10,000.00 or executed by a surety authorized 

court…….” 

 1http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052748704206804575468162805877990
2http://www.bls.gov/nls/nlsfaqs.htm#anch41
3http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2013/09/04/grandparents-living-with-or-serving-as-primary-  
 caregivers-for-their-grandchildren/
4See generally A. Frank Johns et al., Guardianship Jurisdiction Revisited: A Proposal for a Uniform Act, 26 CLEARINGHOUSE REV. 647 (1992).
5Uniform Adult Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Jurisdiction Act (UAGPPJA), (2007). Some states that have not adopted the uniform act provide 
 probate courts with the authority to transfer guardianships and conservatorships. See e.g., O.C.G.A. §29-2-73 (2010); TEX.PROB.CODE §891 (2007).
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Ice Bucket Melt Down

TCourt Judge that participating in the “Ice Bucket Challenge” was 
unacceptable according to an article in the Rome News-Tribune.

“Floyd County Superior Court Judge Tami Colston on Tuesday opted 
against participating in the viral campaign to raise money for ALS re-
search. Colston stepped away from the ice bucket after the JQC contacted 
her that morning, warning she could violate the code of judicial conduct 
if she raised money for the charity,” according to the News-Tribune 
report.

In the article Judge Colston explained that she was contacted by the JQC after a story about her challenge appeared 
in print. Judge Colston’s father died of ALC so she was naturally disappointed according to the article. 
Judge Colston issued a press release outlining the parts of the judicial code that were at issue. At issue were two 

for that purpose.

In Our Thoughts

Judge Thomas Eugene “Gene” Lowery, 54, of Catoosa County Probate 
Court went home to be with the Lord Wednesday April 16, 2014. Gene was 
a native and lifelong resident of Catoosa County. Gene was a true public 
servant having worked with the Catoosa County Sheriff’s Department for 
many years until being elected as Probate Judge 10 years ago. Judge Lowery 
was a member of Peavine Baptist Church where he served on the Deacon 
Board, as Sunday School teacher, and sang with the Pipeline Quartet. Sur-
vivors include his loving wife of 30 years, Sandy Moore Lowery; daughter 
and son-in-law, Casey (Danny) Plunkett; son and daughter-in-law, Steven 
(Katie) Lowery; parents, Jerry and Judy Pharr Lowery; brother, Bill (Sha-
rone) Lowery; sister, Chareen (Steve) Humble and granddaughter, Avery 
Plunkett.  

Mr. Tommie Lawrence, father of Judge Vivian Cummings of Wilkinson County Probate Court died expectantly in 
his sleep on July 14, 2014. The funeral service was held Friday, July 18, 2014 at the Shiloh Baptist Church, Gordon, 
Georgia.  Please continue to keep Judge Cummings and her family in your prayers.

Mr. Donald Howard Adams Sr., age 82, father of Judge Sylvia Stone of Coffee County Probate Court passed 
away Sunday, April 13, 2014, in Jacksonville, Florida. He was born November 18, 1931 in Douglas, Georgia to 
John and Nancy (Connors) Adams. Don retired as a Captain after 26 years of service with the Jacksonville Fire & 

-
mandy Park Baptist Church. 
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In Our Thoughts cont.

Cary Hopson, husband of Wilkinson County Chief Probate Clerk Rita Faye Hopson who serves under Judge Vivian 

Retired Probate Judge Joyce B. Jones, age 79, of Cedartown, GA passed away on Tues-
day, March 11, 2014 following a brief illness. Judge Joyce Jones was born on August 3, 
1934, in Polk County to her parents, the late J.T. Barrett and Sally Mae Cook Barrett. In 
addition to her parents, she was also preceded in death by her husband, Verdell Jones in 

asked by then Polk County Probate Judge Roger Vincent to join him in Probate Court as 
-

for Polk County, before passing the gavel on to the current Probate Judge, the Honorable 
Linda Smith. Judge Smith who served with Judge Jones for 21 years recalls that Judge 

Judge Jones but a good friend and mother/grandmother who will never be forgotten”.  
Past and present Probate Judges served as honorary pallbearers.

Judge Lynwood D. Jordan’s father Dr. Lynwood D. Jordan, Sr. died May 17, 2014. 

him in death on June 18, 1994. Dr. Jordan grew up at the ancestral home of what was then Jordanville, in Sumter 
County, GA. After graduation from Shiloh High School as valedictorian, he attended Georgia Southwestern Col-
lege, Burton College, Georgia Teachers College, University of Georgia, and Emory University.  He was a teacher and 
principal at several public schools in South Georgia before entering the ministry in the South Georgia Conference 
of the United Methodist Church. He served several churches as Minister prior to being assigned in World War II 
as Minister to the Defense Area at Brunswick, GA, where he served thousands of workers in the shipyard area. In 
1954, he transferred to the Florida Conference of the United Methodist Church where he served several churches 
until he returned to education holding several positions, including Dean of Florida’s oldest College of Business, 
Tampa College. In 1982, Tampa College conferred upon Dr. Jordan the honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Let-
ters. His other degrees include Bachelor of Theology, Bachelor of Arts, and Master in Business Education. 

Additionally he served many charities and service organizations, including the American Red Cross, the Boy Scouts 
of America, Selective Service, Sons of the American Revolution, Phi Theta Pi Fraternity, the South Carolina Ge-
nealogical Society, and other organizations. Dr. Jordan was active in the Emma Gray Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Woodruff, South Carolina, where he was Sunday School teacher, administrator, Joy Club Organizer, and 
other positions. He also published a book of poems and several family genealogical books.  

great grandchildren.
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